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Driving in windy weather

Driving in windy weather can be extremely hazardous. It's important you take note of expert driving advice to help you stay as safe as 

possible at all times.

The bottom line when weather is severe is consider whether your journey is really necessary – only travel where there is no other 

option. Motorcyclists especially should avoid travelling in high winds as high cross winds can affect the handling of the motorcycle.

If conditions get too hard to cope with and you get the chance to pull over, do so and, if it is safe and legal, phone a family member or 

friend and let them know that you have stopped for a while.

However, if you do have to drive, please observe the following advice.

• How to drive safely in strong wind

• Adhering to these top tips will give you the best chance of staying safe, should you need to drive in severely windy conditions.
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How to drive safely in strong wind

Adhering to these top tips will give you the best chance of staying safe, should you need to drive in severely windy conditions.

• 1. Pack well

It is a good idea to pack provisions before leaving if there's a chance severe weather could disrupt your journey or cause a breakdown. 

We recommend warm clothes, a fully charged mobile phone, some food and water.

Windy weather can lead to standing water - find out how to avoid aquaplaning

• 2. Listen out

If you do have to travel, listen out for local news bulletins to keep up to date with road closures, the last thing you want is to get stuck in a 

queue of traffic due to a road closure you could have avoided.

• 3. Plan your journey

Research your route before you leave to find out if there is a route with less exposure to the weather. Always choose a sheltered route if 

you have the option and let people know you're travelling in case you get stuck and your phone runs out of battery.

https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/winter-driving/understanding-aquaplaning/
https://www.rac.co.uk/route-planner/


How to drive safely in strong wind

• 4. Drive slowly

High winds can get under a car and affect its handling and braking significantly, this will be brought on by strong gusts which could take 

you by surprise. Slowing down will help anticipate these gusts and will reduce the impact they have on your driving too.

• 5. Don't leave yourself exposed

As well as driving fast, areas of the road that are more exposed will leave your vehicles more susceptible to the impact of sudden gusts 

of wind, prepare yourself when approaching.

• 6. Careful when overtaking

High-sided vehicles in particular can represent a hazard when overtaking. Driving past large vehicles can result in a sudden gust from 

the side as you clear, so be prepared for this change in how the vehicle may respond and do not attempt the manoeuvre unless you are 

certain it is safe and you are prepared to do so.

• 7. Hold firm

Make sure you hold the steering wheel firmly. Strong winds are not constant; they’re usually gusty and can catch you off guard, the key 

is not to grip too tightly, which may restrict your movement or cause you to jerk the wheel, but to maintain a firm grasp so you have as 

much control over the wheel as possible.



How to drive safely in strong wind

• 8. Allow more room

In particular give cyclists, motorcyclists, lorries and buses more room than usual. They get blown around easily by side winds.

• 9. Keep an eye out

Keep an eye on what is happening to other vehicles. Spotting when and where other vehicles appear to be blown off course by the wind 

will give you a pre-warning of the conditions.

• 10. More distance

Keep extra distance between you and the car in front – consider increasing the two-second rule to three seconds.

• 11. Park safe

Make sure that you park your car in a safe place – avoid parking under trees, near buildings, telephone lines or other structures that 

could represent a falling-danger in severe winds.



Four things to be wary of;

As well as following the above advice make sure you stay alert and be on the look out for these four 

potentially hazardous occurrences.

• Crossing high exposed bridges

• Vehicles towing caravans

• Using top or roof boxes as this increases susceptibility to cross-winds

• Debris on the road

Further reading is available here;

https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/winter-driving/driving-in-heavy-rain/

https://www.rac.co.uk/drive/advice/winter-driving/driving-in-heavy-rain/


019 Video briefing

• The 019 Principles video briefing, released in 2020, focuses on maintenance (route business) with the 

Person in Charge being integral in the process of planning and delivering safe work. This is different to 

capital delivery (regional business), with the Safe Work Leader at the heart of the process

• This briefing is not mandated in Sentinel and is not recorded on Sentinel (It is recorded differently for 

Network Rail employees)

• If you work regularly with Network Rail, then this video is a clear guide that details how the Safe 

Systems of work, and safety critical staff liaise when on site. It is a 16 minute video, but highly 

recommended for you to get a clear understanding of the process

https://safety.networkrail.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Principles-of-Standard-

019_FULLv2-COMPRESSED.mp4

https://safety.networkrail.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Principles-of-Standard-019_FULLv2-COMPRESSED.mp4
















Safety briefing links

Safety Central

• Network Rail share updates of recent incidents, accidents and best practice advice online. Please get into the 

habit of checking this website for the latest news;

https://safety.networkrail.co.uk/tools-resources/safety-bulletins/

Southern Shield

• Southern Shield is a collaborative safety forum that consists of Network Rail Southern Capital Delivery and its 

principal contractors. On their website they have useful articles and explain the rules of the Southern Shield 

charter, which a re mandatory on some southern sites.

https://www.southernshield.co.uk/

Resourcing Solutions Monthly briefings

• Add this website address to your browser favourites to ensure that you always have access to the Network 

Rail Rulebook modules (Via RGS online, standards catalogue) as well as all previous monthly rail briefings.

https://www.resourcing-solutions.com/health-and-safety-briefings

https://safety.networkrail.co.uk/tools-resources/safety-bulletins/
https://www.southernshield.co.uk/


IMPORTANT INFORMATION

For the Latest COVID 19 guidelines follow this link below.

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Contact the Rail team

24 hour on call - 07786 265531

Use this on-call number if you need to contact someone from the company urgently, for example to report an 
accident / incident or if you are being pressured to do something that you are not comfortable with, such as 
being asked to exceed the working hours rules etc.

Store this number in your phone in case of an emergency.
This number is not to be used to query timesheets or to enquire about vacancies, it is an emergency contact 
number.

• If you would like to suggest a topic for future safety briefings, or need to talk to someone in confidence then 

email the Rail HSQE manager Joe Christopherson; jchristopherson@resourcing-solutions.com

mailto:jchristopherson@resourcing-solutions.com



