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Monthly topics

 Access to Network Rail Standards

 Unassisted Lookout working on open lines

 Recording spoken Safety Critical communications

 Crane Controllers must not travel in a MEWP basket

 MEWP operator comes into contact with Live Overhead Equipment

 COVID 19 Link

 24 hour on-call details

 CIRAS details



You can view all Network Rail 

standards

The Network Rail standards are available to all infrastructure workers and in addition to the Rule book, they aoffer

guidance notes on specific procedures and policies.

If you require any further information or access any of the standards please visit HIS here;

https://login.ihserc.com/login/erc

log into the website using these details;

• Account Login Name: rsolutions

• Account Password: rail

Once you log in you should be directed to register your personal account for access to standards.

https://login.ihserc.com/login/erc


Recording devices are mandatory for 

possession work

• Ref: NR/L2/OPS/033   - Issue: 3 (This is the Network Rail standard reference)

• Date: 01 June 2019   - Compliance date: 07 March 2020

• It has been mandated that there will be a recording of all spoken safety critical communications between 

possession management and engineering trains / on-track plant drivers when operating in possessions and 

worksites.

• This standard applies to the conversations of;

• P.I.C.O.P.

• ES

• SWL 2

• P.I.C.O.S.

• Engineering Train drivers

• OTP / OTM operators



Unassisted Lookout working

• Network Rail have been issued an Improvement Notice by the Office of the Rail Regulator 

which includes a requirement to remove unassisted Lookout working by July 2022, however 

more recently a challenge of achieving this earlier and by July 2021 has been issued.

•

As a result of this, all Network Work Regions are currently preparing and finalising plans to 

rigorously control and eradicate unassisted lookout working on open lines to comply with the 

July 2021 deadline. 

Any COSS or Lookout that is requested to work open line with unassisted lookouts needs to 

challenge this Safe system of Work to ensure that the suitable permissions have been granted.

This ruling covers the whole country.

This link below discusses some potential new rule changes to working on track

https://www.railstaff.co.uk/2020/10/16/tasked-to-improve/



MC/CC must not ride in MEWP Basket



MC/CC must not ride in MEWP Basket



MC/CC must not ride in MEWP Basket



Worker comes into contact with OLE



Worker comes into contact with OLE



Worker comes into contact with OLE



Safety briefing links

Safety Central

• Network Rail share updates of recent incidents, accidents and best practice advice online. Please get into the 

habit of checking this website for the latest news;

https://safety.networkrail.co.uk/tools-resources/safety-bulletins/

Southern Shield

• Southern Shield is a collaborative safety forum that consists of Network Rail Southern Capital Delivery and its 

principal contractors. On their website they have useful articles and explain the rules of the Southern Shield 

charter, which a re mandatory on some southern sites.

https://www.southernshield.co.uk/

Resourcing Solutions Monthly briefings

• Add this website address to your browser favourites to ensure that you always have access to the Network 

Rail Rulebook modules (Via RGS online, standards catalogue) as well as all previous monthly rail briefings.

https://www.resourcing-solutions.com/health-and-safety-briefings

https://safety.networkrail.co.uk/tools-resources/safety-bulletins/
https://www.southernshield.co.uk/


IMPORTANT INFORMATION

For the Latest COVID 19 guidelines follow this link below.

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Contact the Rail team

24 hour on call - 07786 265531

Use this on-call number if you need to contact someone from the company urgently, for example to report an 
accident / incident or if you are being pressured to do something that you are not comfortable with, such as 
being asked to exceed the working hours rules etc.

Store this number in your phone in case of an emergency.
This number is not to be used to query timesheets or to enquire about vacancies, it is an emergency contact 
number.

• If you would like to suggest a topic for future safety briefings, or need to talk to someone in confidence then 

email the Rail HSQE manager Joe Christopherson; jchristopherson@resourcing-solutions.com

mailto:jchristopherson@resourcing-solutions.com



